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Climate Change Alllance

7 April 2025

Mark Rodrigues,

Executive Director, Climate Action and Circular Economy
Department of Energy, Environment and Climate Action (DEECA)
8 Nicholson Street,

East Melbourne, VIC 3002

via Engage Victoria submission
Dear Mark Rodrigues and Climate Change Strategy team,

Re: Victorian Greenhouse Alliances’ Feedback on Victoria’s 2026-2030 Climate Change
Strategy

The Victorian Greenhouse Alliances are formal partnerships of local government and statutory
authorities working collaboratively to drive climate action for emissions reduction and
community resilience across 69 of Victoria’s 79 municipalities. On behalf of our members, we
are pleased to provide this submission in response to the opportunity to have input into
Victoria’s 2026-2030 Climate Change Strategy.

We welcome the preparation of the Strategy, which should guide the state's climate action for
this critical period. As the strategy will serve as the framework for Victoria's response to climate
change, we expect it to integrate and reflect related policy commitments, including:
e C(limate Change Act 2017
e Victoria’s emissions reduction targets
e The Gas substitution roadmap
e Victorian Energy Upgrades targets and policy
e Plan for Victoria and 2024 amendments to the Planning and Environment Act 1987 to
mandate consideration of climate change in planning decisions
e The Victorian Transmission Plan
e Victoria’s Adaptation Action Plans. At this stage, our main recommendation in relation
to the AAPs is to resource and fund their implementation. They can only be effective
instruments if they are properly implemented.
e Victorian Government Climate-related Risk Disclosure
e Victoria’s Air Quality Strategy



https://www.climatechange.vic.gov.au/climate-action-targets
https://www.planning.vic.gov.au/guides-and-resources/strategies-and-initiatives/victorias-gas-substitution-roadmap
https://www.energy.vic.gov.au/victorian-energy-upgrades
https://engage.vic.gov.au/developing-a-new-plan-for-Victoria
https://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/as-made/statutory-rules/planning-and-environment-amendment-regulations-2024
https://engage.vic.gov.au/victransmissionplan
https://www.climatechange.vic.gov.au/building-victorias-climate-resilience/our-commitment-to-adapt-to-climate-change/adaptation-action-plans-a-major-step-forward-for-climate-resilience-in-victoria
https://www.dtf.vic.gov.au/victorian-government-climate-related-risk-disclosure-statement
https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0032/603977/Victorias-air-quality-strategy.pdf
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We also expect and recommend that the Government will align the Strategy with its Response
to the Inquiry into Tackling Climate Change in Victorian Communities. We wish to see a regular
review of progress against that response.

Our overarching recommendation about the Strategy is that the Government should clearly
articulate an approach to climate governance in Victoria that promotes effective coordination
between and across all levels of government in order to overcome the current fragmented
approach to policy, funding and resourcing. This should include acknowledgement of local
government’s important roles in addressing climate change at the local level and in
collaboration between and with other councils, their Alliances, the Government and other
stakeholders across Victoria. We have previously detailed this ‘multilevel governance’ approach
in a number of submissions, including a letter to Minister D’Ambrosio dated 26 September
2023.

We support the Municipal Association of Victoria’s (MAV) response to the consultation for the
Strategy. This includes recommendations for the Strategy to set ambitious, science-derived
emissions reduction targets and help councils improve their pledges, support local climate
change adaptation and implementation of the Adaptation Action Plans and help councils
facilitate the energy transition with their communities. Local action must be supported by
commensurate investment to enable rapid and deep emissions reductions and in line with the
sector-specific emissions reduction pledges; for example, to elevate the role of active and
integrated transport aligned to the Transport sector emissions reduction pledge.

It is also critical that adaptation be better funded in Victoria. Councils need support to
undertake climate change risk and vulnerability assessments for their operations and assets and
to embed climate change risk management. More broadly, as we’ve already advocated,
implementation of the Adaptation Action Plans needs to be properly resourced. Unless the
current low level of Victorian Government funding for adaptation is rectified, it risks
undermining all other commitments and plans to support climate resilience by the State.
Accordingly, adequate funding for adaptation should be acknowledged as a key commitment in
the Strategy.

Our recommendations in relation to specific survey questions about the Climate Change
Strategy can be found in the VGASs' recent submissions on Victoria’s climate change-related
policy:
e Inquiry into Climate Resilience (June 2024) — addressing barriers to upgrading
infrastructure for climate resilience and advocating for improved planning systems
e |nquiry into Local Government funding and services (June 2024)- highlighting the need
for multi-level governance and increased financial support for climate action



https://www.climatechange.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0032/529970/Victorian-Government-Response-to-the-Inquiry-into-Tackling-Climate-Change.pdf
https://www.climatechange.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0032/529970/Victorian-Government-Response-to-the-Inquiry-into-Tackling-Climate-Change.pdf
https://records.brimbank.vic.gov.au/ExternalLinkAPI/api/Document?docKey=dGoxNk5aS3ZmMzRqMEFNY1FmOUxxUlBjRVUzV3VQSUMvY3BGcVhSY0FJT284dm5JTlNtcDVpT0g3VHZJSGMwUkJrN3hsVVdOT1E0VituWnE0UllqQnc9PQ2
https://records.brimbank.vic.gov.au/ExternalLinkAPI/api/Document?docKey=dGoxNk5aS3ZmMzRqMEFNY1FmOUxxUlBjRVUzV3VQSUMvY3BGcVhSY0FJT284dm5JTlNtcDVpT0g3VHZJSGMwUkJrN3hsVVdOT1E0VituWnE0UllqQnc9PQ2
https://records.brimbank.vic.gov.au/ExternalLinkAPI/api/Document?docKey=M2FXTnpldE83cUt3T1k0eFVPVzhmenY3RW1YTGJONVVIUkZTODVUaGtsTHpidWtiTmd6dVVzUCtTN2ZwaGtkTDdzVEZhcDR2OUpWSmJ4S0hQZUJsVGc9PQ2
https://records.brimbank.vic.gov.au/ExternalLinkAPI/api/Document?docKey=L0xKaHNXUWZWa0tYVHJuUGFaMUZBaXhPTlk2WTFPbkhLUmFjZXhZajJoQzJsRzJuV2pRSVlPM0g0bFI2ZUxSaHVpYTZMK3ByTXZVVUU1NHVrcHRQNUE9PQ2
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e Minimum Standards for Rental Properties and Rooming Houses (July 2024) - supporting
energy efficiency standards for rentals and advocating for targeted programs for low-
income households

e Victorian Transmission Plan Guidelines (August 2024) - recommending stronger
community engagement in renewable energy zones and transmission planning

e Plan for Victoria consultation (August 2024) - emphasizing climate-resilient planning,
zero-carbon buildings, and enhanced green infrastructure

e Minister Kilkenny on climate change, planning and the built environment (September
2024) - identifying opportunities to strengthen climate considerations in planning
decisions

e VEU Regulatory Program Targets (January 2025), and the VEU Strategic review (March
2025) - advocating for ambitious emissions reduction targets and program
improvements to ensure equitable access for all Victorians

e Building Electrification Regulatory Impact Statement (February 2025) - supporting the
phase-out of gas in existing buildings and suggesting complementary measures.

We value the Alliances’ ongoing relationship with the Government, directly and through DEECA,
Sustainability Victoria and other agencies, and would welcome the opportunity to participate in
a dedicated consultation session to provide further information about local government views
and requirements for the strategy; for example, with Minister D’Ambrosio and/or any further
meetings with your DEECA team.

In the meantime, we will encourage our member councils to share local insights through
individual submissions to ensure the strategy benefits from diverse regional perspectives.

Thank you for your consideration. We look forward to seeing how the 2026-2030 Climate
Change Strategy develops and to continuing our collaborative work on climate action across
Victoria.

Greenhouse Alliances and contacts

e Barwon South-West Climate Alliance (BSWCA), Sue Phillips, Executive Officer,
sue.phillips@bswca.org

City of Greater Geelong
Golden Plains Shire

Surf Coast Shire

Borough of Queenscliffe
Colac Otway Shire
Warrnambool City Council

O O 0O 0O OO


https://records.brimbank.vic.gov.au/ExternalLinkAPI/api/Document?docKey=QU02Tko0WkdKd2FQZUZvYzJ5MUN4a2xpRW5kODdjQlR5ODZvUHI3bFlTNEFqaEhoQ3J5RXBGc2VCZ2VrUTB0aGlMZU9GV3RMbTQ5cnJEVkQya2FieHc9PQ2
https://records.brimbank.vic.gov.au/ExternalLinkAPI/api/Document?docKey=cFo4ZkVMd1B5Y3YyZ2VLQjJ6UEZhSVF2dFp5eUVwSHAzQUdNRitSbjI2WDNLc0dMZk9TaHhKbUhPeCtQMDBzcHZNa1RXN2V3UkxlalJ1M1oyVWx1V2c9PQ2
https://records.brimbank.vic.gov.au/ExternalLinkAPI/api/Document?docKey=Y1A3ZkRYNTRiQk94V29MdjhpN0FCdjRadlBXSDhBcUNCWVJZRnR2eGZ2dTRha09qOEh0c1pyUFZMMUYyZTc3YmxsS0hWZFpvSzJQdk9hT09hUVhCUlE9PQ2
https://records.brimbank.vic.gov.au/ExternalLinkAPI/api/Document?docKey=eFlNZWw5dGpRdU81eUZZbDlUN0NPRmd4UjFsZFcxdU5CaHZCeXRkZjBiUGlmMldhZGduZFF3a0FtdGdIUVlHT2hZNjFpZCtzeHl6ZGg3UU0wVWlMOWc9PQ2
https://records.brimbank.vic.gov.au/ExternalLinkAPI/api/Document?docKey=eFlNZWw5dGpRdU81eUZZbDlUN0NPRmd4UjFsZFcxdU5CaHZCeXRkZjBiUGlmMldhZGduZFF3a0FtdGdIUVlHT2hZNjFpZCtzeHl6ZGg3UU0wVWlMOWc9PQ2
https://records.brimbank.vic.gov.au/ExternalLinkAPI/api/Document?docKey=blY2UmxjQUVXSzVlb2VrVy9hdnJmazUyYkxxWk92cGw3bUFORlpVT0VpYjdja21IL3BoTEI5T3N3dUFYbW1jWWdOeVdHSnM2MEdIK2oyemJ3NzBUZHc9PQ2
https://records.brimbank.vic.gov.au/ExternalLinkAPI/api/Document?docKey=VEJYc2h2Y2htQnR2RGVJc1lZbGtoeklqM21hb3ExY3BNYXdoWlZDMjlzblRSa2xDc2p6UDhZdzQvSU8wR1E4S0pPc1VoR3RmVE52R3ZEWnRaY0NkdkE9PQ2
https://records.brimbank.vic.gov.au/ExternalLinkAPI/api/Document?docKey=VEJYc2h2Y2htQnR2RGVJc1lZbGtoeklqM21hb3ExY3BNYXdoWlZDMjlzblRSa2xDc2p6UDhZdzQvSU8wR1E4S0pPc1VoR3RmVE52R3ZEWnRaY0NkdkE9PQ2
https://records.brimbank.vic.gov.au/ExternalLinkAPI/api/Document?docKey=MGxSSytBT1duU0xXbUErbEs0UWt6ZmRPUGxjT05GTjlnMEFSbERsRE93VCtjKzd0WHlCSzFZSmRabEc0MFhVUWJYdzAvU2xNYzJ0Y3dDYy81T2ZHY0E9PQ2
mailto:sue.phillips@bswca.org
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e Central Victorian Greenhouse Alliance (CVGA), Annika Kearton, Chief Executive Officer,
ceo@cvga.org.au

Ararat Rural City Council
Ballarat City Council

Buloke Shire Council

Central Goldfields Shire Council
Gannawarra Shire Council
Greater Bendigo City Council
Hepburn Shire Council

Loddon Shire Council
Macedon Ranges Shire Council
Mildura Rural City Council
Mount Alexander Shire Council
Pyrenees Shire Council

Swan Hill Rural City Council

O O O 0O OO OO OO OoOOoOOo

e Eastern Alliance for Greenhouse Action (EAGA), Scott McKenry, Executive Officer,
scott.mckenry@maroondah.vic.gov.au

City of Boroondara

Glen Eira City Council
Knox City Council
Maroondah City Council
Monash City Council
Stonnington City Council
Whitehorse City Council
Yarra Ranges Council

O O 0O 0O 0O o0 o0 oo

e Gippsland Alliance for Climate Action (GACA), Tiffany Harrison, Coordinator,
tiffany.harrison@gccn.org.au

Baw Baw Shire Council

East Gippsland Shire Council
Latrobe City Council

South Gippsland Shire Council
Wellington Shire Council

O O O 0O O

e Goulburn Murray Climate Alliance (GMCA), Carole Hammond, Executive Officer,
eo@gmca.org.au

Alpine Shire Council

Benalla Rural City Council
Campaspe Shire Council
Greater Shepparton City Council
Indigo Shire Council

O O O O O


mailto:ceo@cvga.org.au
mailto:scott.mckenry@maroondah.vic.gov.au
mailto:tiffany.harrison@gccn.org.au
mailto:eo@gmca.org.au
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Mansfield Shire Council

Mitchell Shire Council

Moira Shire Council

Murrindindi Shire Council

Towong Shire Council

Strathbogie Shire Council

Wangaratta Rural City Council

Wodonga City Council

Alpine Resorts Victoria

Goulburn Broken Catchment Management Authority
North East Catchment Management Authority

O O O 0O O O O OO0 OO Oo

o Northern Alliance for Greenhouse Action (NAGA), Dean Thompson, Executive Officer,
dean@naga.org.au

(o]

Banyule City Council

City of Darebin

Hume City Council
Manningham City Council
City of Melbourne
Merri-bek City Council
Nillumbik Shire Council
City of Whittlesea

City of Yarra

O O 0O 0O 0O O O oo

e South East Councils Climate Change Alliance (SECCCA), Helen Steel, Chief Executive Officer,
hsteel@seccca.org.au

Bass Coast Shire Council

Bayside City Council

Cardinia Shire Council

City of Casey

Greater Dandenong City Council
Mornington Peninsula Shire Council
City of Kingston

City of Port Phillip

O O 0O 0O O O O O

e Western Alliance for Greenhouse Action (WAGA) Fran MacDonald, Executive Officer,
franm@brimbank.vic.gov.au

Brimbank City Council
Maribyrnong City Council
Hobsons Bay City Council
Melton City Council
Moonee Valley City Council

O O O 0O O


mailto:dean@naga.org.au
mailto:hsteel@seccca.org.au
mailto:franm@brimbank.vic.gov.au
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o Moorabool Shire Council
o Wyndham City Council

This submission has been approved through the Victorian Greenhouse Alliances’ governance
structures but may not have been formally considered by individual members. The submission
does not necessarily represent the views of all members.



